Introduced by Council Members Bishop and Love and Co-sponsored 
by Council Member Jones:
ORDINANCE 2015-213
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 28.723 (BOATING) AND 28.724 (SWIMMING AND BEACH ACTIVITIES), CHAPTER 28 (PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES), ORDINANCE CODE, TO ALLOW FOR SWIMMING BY AUTHORIZED CITY PERMIT; AMENDING SECTION 616.119 (SWIMMING PROHIBITED IN ST. JOHNS RIVER WHERE POSTED), CHAPTER 616 (STREETS AND SIDEWALKS), ORDINANCE CODE, TO ALLOW FOR SWIMMING BY AUTHORIZED CITY PERMIT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Ordinance Code currently prohibits individuals from diving from City-owned docks, swimming in bodies of water on or around public parks, and swimming in the St. Johns River from City-owned property in certain areas designated by the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department; and
WHEREAS, the Council would like to amend the Ordinance Code to allow individuals in certain circumstances to acquire a City permit so as to enable them to dive from City-owned docks, swimming in bodies of water on or around public parks, and swimming in the St. Johns River from City-owned properties for participation in special events subject to approval by the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Amending Sections 28.723 (Boating) and 28.724 (Activities), Ordinance Code.  Sections 28.723 (Boating) and 28.724 (Swimming and Beach Activities), Ordinance Code, are hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 28. PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
*  *  *

PART 7.
RULES AND ENFORCEMENT.
*  *  *

Sec. 28.723. Boating.

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to bring into or operate any boat, raft or other water craft, whether motor-powered or not, upon any property owned or controlled by the City except at places and during such hours as may be designated for boating by the Director. Such activity shall be in accordance with applicable rules as are now or may hereafter be adopted. This Section shall not be construed to exclude the operation of model watercraft, if such operation is otherwise permitted under Section 28.721(c).


(b)   Docking at any City dock is subject to the provisions of Chapter 615 (Docking), Ordinance Code.


(c)   It shall be unlawful for any person to navigate, direct or handle any boat in a reckless, careless or unsafe manner.


(d)   It shall be unlawful for any person to dive from a City dock or any vessel tied to a City dock, unless authorized by City permit.

Sec. 28.724. Swimming and beach activities.


(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to swim in any bodies of water on or around public parks unless specifically designated for such use, or unless authorized by City permit. The beaches are open for swimming unless closed, pursuant to Sections 28.705 and 28.706, as may be amended from time to time.


(b)   It shall be unlawful for children at the beach, under the age of 12, not to be supervised by a person over the age of 18.


(c)   It shall be unlawful for children at City pools under the age of 10, not to be supervised by a person over the age of 18.
*  *  *

Section 2.  Amending Section 616.119 (Swimming prohibited in St. Johns River where posted), Ordinance Code. Section 616.119 (Swimming prohibited in St. Johns River where posted), Ordinance Code, is amended to read as follows:

Chapter 616. STREETS AND SIDEWALKS
*  *  *

Sec. 616.119. Swimming prohibited in St. Johns River where posted.


(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to swim in the St. Johns River from City-owned property in areas designated as no-swimming zones by the Recreation and Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department, unless authorized by City permit.  The Public Works Department and the Recreation and Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department shall post signs at appropriate locations on City-owned property which shall read “NO SWIMMING ALLOWED, SECTION 616.119 MUNICIPAL CODE, $25 FINE” in letters not less than two inches high. 

(b)   Violation of this Section shall constitute an offense against the City and shall be punishable by a fine of $25 for the first violation and $50 for the second or any subsequent violation thereof.  

(c)   The Office of the Sheriff, the Florida Marine Patrol, and the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission shall each have the authority to enforce the provisions of this Section. 

*  *  *

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige H. Johnston
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